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INSIDE  COLOMBIA’S  ENDURING  KIDNAPPING  ORDEAL
Late last year, Colombia’s Congress approved a revised peace deal with the FARC (Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia) that aims to end 52 years of conflict 
with the country’s largest rebel group. But Colombia is far from peaceful. Other armed and criminal groups remain active, as well as some dissident factions of FARC, 
and kidnapping remains one of their weapons of choice.

https://www.irinnews.org/video/2017/01/19/inside-colombias-enduring-kidnapping-ordeal
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LASERS & LANDSCAPES: REVEALING THE SECRETS OF A KHMER MYSTERY
After decades of research on the ground in the forests of north-western Cambodia, archaeologists revealed in June 2013 the hidden secrets 
of a 1,200 year-old city. Using LIDAR technology – laser conducted from a helicopter – researchers mapped and uncovered elements of 
Mahendraparvata’s ancient landscape revealing an astonishing preplanned urban network that made headlines around the world.

http://www.erikapineros.com/stories/lasers-landscapes/
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NUMBER 182
On September 2014, Nev Broadis the regional director at Free the Bears, received yet another rescue call. A five-month-old moon bear cub had been rescued in Samlaut district in the 
western province of Battambang, some 400 kilometres west of Phnom Penh. With no time to lose, Broadis mobilised his team to pick up the cub that became tagged as bear rescue 
number 182. Since its creation in 1997, the Australian non-profit Free The Bears, has taken care of over 180 bears, which have been rescued from homes, factories, and, in some cases, 
vehicles on their way to being trafficked out of the country. It is estimated that over 13,000 bears are kept in captivity in so-called bile farms across Asia, a practice that has been 
branded one of the cruellest imaginable.

http://www.erikapineros.com/number-182/
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COULD  COLOMBIA’S  FALTERING  REINTEGRATION  PROGRAMME  DOOM  THE  PEACE  PROCESS?
“They say crime doesn’t pay, but it really does in this country,” says Humberto Aguirre, a frustrated former fighter from the Bloque Centauros, one of Colombia’s 
many militant groups. He demobilised in 2005 during an earlier iteration of Colombia’s long and protracted peace process. He and his wife Shirley were among 
30,000 members of the paramilitary United Self-Defense Forces of Colombia (AUC) to hand over their weapons and return to civilian life.
But a series of missteps by the government over the last decade means Aguirre and others feel let down, that promises made at the time have not been kept. With 
only a touch of sarcasm, Aguirre warns that if these mistakes aren’t rectified he will “probably go back to being a criminal”.

http://www.erikapineros.com/colombias-faltering-reintegration-programme/
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“PISTOL  PLAN”  SHOWS  WHY  PEACE  CELEBRATIONS  IN  COLOMBIA  PREMATURE
At a ceremony earlier this week, UN inspectors confirmed that more than 7,000 FARC rebels had turned over their weapons, marking the 
formal conclusion of a months-long disarmament process and another important milestone for the government’s historic peace agreement 
with Colombia’s largest guerrilla group. But the peace deal with the FARC has not brought an end to the country’s 53 years of armed conflict. 
Other armed groups remain active and may even be ramping up their use of violence to secure a similar deal with the government.

http://www.erikapineros.com/pistol_plan/
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‘THE UNTITLED’:   LAND GRABBING IN CAMBODIA
Although not the only eviction case in Cambodia, Boeung Kak, located in central Phnom Penh, has been 
one of the most prominent cases in the country. Having displaced over 3,500 families, it has often been 
referred to as the biggest mass eviction in Cambodia since the Khmer Rouge evacuated the capital in 1975.

http://www.erikapineros.com/stories/the-untitled/


See more...

©ERIKA PIÑEROS

CAMBODIA:  NATIONAL ELECTIONS 2013
Despite the number of irregularities – such as fake indelible ink and unregistered voters reported 
by human rights organizations and international observers, on July 28th 2013, Cambodia saw its 
National Elections. Hours after the polls closed, riots erupted in Phnom Penh.

http://www.erikapineros.com/stories/elections-2013/
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THE THAI DREAM
Rounded up by Thai authorities or simply afraid of violence, thousands of Cambodian workers and their families left Thailand on a mass exodus. 
Unprepared, authorities and relief organizations struggled to keep up providing aid to returnees at Cambodia’s Poipet border. “The first days 
were sad, the trucks unloaded them as if they were rubbish”, a shop owner remembers. “There was nobody here to help them”.

http://www.erikapineros.com/thousands-return-the-thai-dream/
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BOUNG SOUNG: CAMBODIA MOURNS ITS KING
For months, thousands of Cambodians gathered in front of the Royal Palace to honour the last god-king. The outpouring of grief following 
the death of King Norodom Sihanouk underscored his mythic role as spiritual leader and political founder of modern Cambodia. His reign 
saw the peak of its glory when he gained his country’s independence from France, and its nadir during the dark years of the Khmer Rouge.
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COLOMBIA’S  COCA  GROWERS  FEAR  NEW  PEACE  ACCORD
In the wake of the shock referendum result earlier this month that derailed the peace agreement between the government and the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia 
(FARC), city-dwelling Colombians are pressuring the government to salvage the deal. But coca leaf growers in rural areas whose livelihoods are threatened by plans to 
demobilise FARC are breathing a sigh of relief.

http://www.erikapineros.com/coca/
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MADE IN CAMBODIA
Cambodia’s garment sector employs more than 650,000 people, is worth more than US$5bn in exports in 2013, and accounts for 80 percent of the country’s exports. 
Yet it is more often the poor working conditions of this vital trade that make headlines. In 2013 over 4,000 workers demanding a US$5/month salary increase, went 
on strike at the Sabrina garment factory, a supplier to Nike. Clashes between police and strikers left several workers injured including two women who miscarried.

http://www.erikapineros.com/made-in-cambodia/
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DENGUE EPIDEMIC
A dengue epidemic that raged through Cambodia during the first eight months of 
the year landed more than 30,000 people in hospital, the majority of them children. 
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BLOOD & SAND
A controversial spectacle since its beginning, bullfighting has survived and evolved, blending into 
Colombian culture over the centuries. However, with public opinion now growing restless with animal 
rights concerns, this tradition and this particular breed of cattle – toro de lidia – are under threat.

http://www.erikapineros.com/stories/blood-sand/#1
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WRESTLERS & RACES 
Roughly 40km from Cambodia’s capital Phnom Penh in Kandal Province, every year villagers race horses and water buffalos, and finish the day with wrestling 
matches to entertain the spirits during Pchum Ben festivities. During this festival, millions of Cambodians across the country honor their deceased loved 
ones. Meanwhile, in Vihear Sour Cheung village, riders attend the pagoda for a prayer, while buffalos are carefully adorned in preparation for the races.
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TRAVEL
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PORTRAITS

http://www.erikapineros.com/singles/portraits/
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PORTRAITS

http://www.erikapineros.com/singles/portraits/
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HUMANITARIAN & DEVELOPMENT

http://www.erikapineros.com/singles/humanitarian/
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HUMANITARIAN & DEVELOPMENT

http://www.erikapineros.com/singles/humanitarian/
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